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ORN 50 YEAR CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
Social Value of the Outdoors
	THURSDAY 11th October

	09:00
	Registration

	09:30
	Welcome and introductions
	Chair of ORN – Terry Robinson
CEO / Chairman of Sport Northern Ireland

	09:50
	Keynote speaker 1
	The Irish Green Exercise Network – Exciting developments and collaborative working
Dr Tadhg McIntyre (University of Limerick) & Dr Easkey Britton (NUI Galway)

	10.30
	Keynote speaker 2
	The initial findings of a significant research project into the “Benefits of Outdoor Sports for Society” a pan European “Erasmus plus” funded project.
Dr Barbara Eigenschenk (Technical University Munich)

	11.10
	Questions and discussions

	11.30
	Coffee break

	11:50
	Speaker 3
	Community Planning and access to Greenspace – is there a revolution happening in Northern Ireland?
Jonny McBride & Conor Haughey – NM&D District Council

	12.20
	Speaker 4
	Engaging ethnic communities and promoting community integration – the Mosaic project 

	12:50
	Speaker 5
	Community engagement in rural and urban communities across Northern Ireland with green space. Stephen Duggan, Woodland Trust 

	13.10
	Plenary session - Questions

	13:30
	Lunch

	14:30
	Workshop session 1

	
	Health and well-being
	Outdoor Learning

	
	Speaker –Sarah MacBride-stewart
Cardiff University
Health and Well-being in National Parks
	Speaker – Andy Robinson CEO of the Institute for Outdoor Learning. 
15 years since the charter for outdoor learning was signed – where to next

	
	Discussion / questions

	15.15
	Coffee / tea break

	15:45
	Workshop session 2

	
	Community engagement
	Measuring value

	
	Speaker – Philip Weston
Community trails development in NI
	Speaker – Dr Mark Atkinson 
Forest Research UK

	
	Discussion / questions

	16.30
	Plenary – 3 key things from each workshop (in 3 minutes)

	17.00
	Conference close – forest walks

	19.00
	Conference dinner 

	20.30
	After dinner presentation – Frank Nugent   “Upland Meanderings”


	FRIDAY 12th October

	SITE VISITS

	09:00
	Registration at Tollymore National Outdoor Centre with coffee/tea

	09:30
	Depart for site visits

	
	Option 1
	Community trails and developments in the Castlewellan area.
How community trails have energised a community. The site visit will also go to look at the development of walking and cycling in Castlewellan Forest park and how the creation of a pump track has engaged local young people.

	
	Option 2
	Engaging communities through volunteering.
A site visit in conjunction with the Mourne Heritage Trust to Silent Valley and to other areas of the Mournes to see their work with people with disabilities and mental health issues through volunteering 

	12:30
	Return to Tollymore for lunch (cost will be £6.00)

	14:00
	Depart 
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