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Cuilcagh to 
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• Permissive Path Agreements Overview 

• Cuilcagh to Cleenish: A Great Place 

• Case Study: Arney Community Battlefield Trail & Nixon Hall Trail 

Introduction



Education and 

Youth Service 

(NI) Order 1986

Order allows Councils to secure Permissive Access

• Most common way of increasing access in NI on private land – through permission with 

landowners

• Permissive Path is not a PROW

• Permissive Path – when landowners allow access for walking, cycling or horse riding

• Permissive Path Agreement – creation of linear access on any terms agreed by the 

Council and the Landowner

• Usually exist for a limited period e.g. 10 or 21 or 25 years

• Can be closed at certain times of the year e.g. to protect bird nesting sites

• All is agreed between landowner and Council at time of creating the PPA

• Under PPA the Council usually takes on the liability of the Permissive Path

• Council usually takes on management and maintenance of the Permissive Path. 











Arney Community 

Battlefield Trail



Nixon Hall 

Community Trail 



PPA example

• Partners – Council & Private Landowner(s)

• Term – 25 years and thereafter from year to year until 
terminated by either party upon giving the other six 
months’ notice

• Council - to manage, maintain, insure, inform visitors of 
conditions of access

• Landowner - can close for short time (1 or 2 days) with 
advance notice in interests of public safety – hedge 
trimming, sileage cutting etc. 



Key 

Takeaways 

• Relationship are key 

• Permission not assertion 

• Degree of flexibility in approach 

• Everyone gets assurance 
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